MOHAMMED   AND   CHARLEMAGNE
We see from the letters of Saint Boniface how rare and expen-
sive spices had become. He received or sent presents which con-
sisted of small quantities of incense.1 In 742~743 a cardinal sent
him aliquantum cotzumbri quod incensus, Domino offeratis? In 748
an archdeacon of Rome also sent him a small consignment of
spices and perfume.3 These gifts prove the rarity of spices to the
north of the Alps, since they constituted valuable presents. We
should note, however, that they all came from Italy. They were
no longer reaching the port of Marseilles. The cellarmm fisd was
empty, or even-—which is very probable—-had been burned by
the Saracens. And spices were ,no longer an article of normal
commerce. If small quantities still found their way into the country,
it was by means of pedlars.
In all the literature of the period, although this is very abundant,
there is hardly any mention of spices.
It may be asserted, in view of this scarcity, that by the end of
the 7th century and the beginning of die 8th spices had disappeared
from the normal diet. They did not reappear until after the I2th
century, when the Mediterranean was reopened to commerce.
The same thing applies, of course, to the wine of Gaza, which
also disappeared. Oil was no longer exported from Africa. Such
oil as was still used came from Provence. Henceforth the churches
were lit with wax candles.
Similarly, the use of silk seems to have been almost entirely
unknown at this period. I find only one mention of it in the
capitularies.4
We know how simply Charlemagne was accustomed to dress.
The court would certainly have imitated him. But no doubt this
1	M.C.H. EHST. SEUECTAE, in 8VO, Vol. I, 1916, ed. TANGL, p. 156.
2	Ibid,, p. 97.	3 Ibid., pp. 189 and 191.
4 m.g.h. capit., vol. I, p. 251, in the Brevium Bxampla composed about 810,
in which there is mention, in the treasury of a church, of a dalmatica sirica,
offanones lineos serico pantos, of linteamina $erico pamta, of manicas sericeas
auro et margaritis paratas et alias scriceas, ofplumatium serico indutum. These were
^all church ornaments, but no cfoubt a certain number of them dated from an
earlier period.
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